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ROYAL COLLEGES IN THE UNITED STATES 

Columbia University, New York, had its beginning in King's 
College, founded in 1754, and Rutgers College, New Jersey, had 
its beginning in Queen's College, founded in 1766. They are 
often referred to as "Royal Colleges," but, as a matter of fact, 
they obtained their charters from colonial governors. These 
charters were only royal in that they ran like all official docu- 
ments — court summonses, land grants, &c. — in the name of the 
King. They were signed by the Governor. 

The only really royal College in the colonies was the College 
of William and Mary in Virginia. Its Charter was formally 
authorized by Queen Mary in Council, September 1, 1692, was 
prepared by Seymour, the Attorney General of England, and on 
February 8, 1693, received in writing the special sanction of King 
William and Queen Mary. The Charter concluded: "Witness 
ourselves at Westminster the 8th day of February, 1693, in the 
Fourth year of our reign. By writ of the Privy seal. Pigott." 

Indeed, it is believed that, apart from the royal charters 
granted to the colonies themselves, the Charter of William and 
Mary is the only instance of a royal charter in the American 
English colonies of any character. 



